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ingly destructive character, and as soon as this happens
their compensatory function ceases. They cease to have
a compensatory effect as soon as they reach a depth or
stratum that corresponds with a level of culture absolutely
incompatible with our own. From this moment the un-
conscious tendencies form a block, which is opposed to
the conscious attitude in every respect; such a block
inevitably leads to open conflict
In a general way, the compensating attitude of the
unconscious finds expression in the process of psychic
equilibrium. A normal extra verted attitude does not, of
course, mean that the individual behaves invariably in
accordance with the extraverted schema. Even in the
same individual many psychological happenings may be
observed, in which the mechanism of introversion is con-
cerned. A habitus can be called extraverted only when
the mechanism of extraversion predominates. In such a
case the most highly differentiated function has a constantly
extraverted application, while the inferior functions are
found in the service of introversion, i,e. the more valued
function, because the more conscious, is more completely
subordinated to conscious control and purpose, whilst the
less conscious, in other words, the partly unconscious
inferior functions are subjected to conscious free choice
in a much smaller degree.
The superior function is always the expression of the
conscious personality, its aim, its will, and its achievement,
whilst the inferior functions belong to the things that
happen to one. Not that they merely beget blunders, e.g.
lapsus linguae or lapsus calami, but they may also breed
half or three-quarter resolves, since the inferior functions
also possess a slight degree of consciousness. The extra-
verted feeling type is a classical example of this, for he
enjoys an excellent feeling rapport with his entourage,
yet occasionally opinions of an incomparable tactlessness